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Mrs. F. Nevill Jackson, Ernesto Jesurum : Old Handmade Lace, With a Dictionary of Lace  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Old Handmade Lace, With a Dictionary of 
Lace: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerGreat item6 of 6 people found the following 
review helpful. The other reviewer is pretty harsh. For the time this book was first published--over 100 years ago--it 
was groundbreakingBy Jane in MilwaukeeBased on what it covers, on its glorious photos, on its history as being first 
published in 1900 and the fact you can buy it for one penny, this book deserves 5 stars, not 3. Yes, the 225 illustrations 
are in bw: thus was the mode of publishing a century ago. This is a ubiquitous Dover book, a republication of the book 
entitled "A History of Hand-Made Lace" published by Upcott Gill in London and Charles Scribner's Sons in NY. This 
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book is seen as of such importance that you can download it or read it, published on the net by the Smithsonian. A 
search on reveals that the original work costs $99 and you can't buy a reprint of that title for less than $20.Yet, you can 
buy this Dover book for a song.And what the book does cover is remarkable. There are 225 illustrations in 219 pages 
of text including the remarkable Glossary. The first 100 pages of the book cover the comprehensive history of all laces 
known to man dating back to the Bible. It absolutely cracks me up that there is sheet music in here! From an Italian 
opera!! The song is "Nenia" and is interesting because it is about lace. This part of the book covers something near and 
dear to my heart: dress of medieval times and, especially, the Renaissance. I've always found the Sumptuary Laws and 
their extreme and harsh punishments for the lower classes to wear lace fascinating. I study the needlework of the 
Tudor era and this book is replete with portraits of such as Catherine de' Medicis and Elizabeth I showing the high 
color and ruffs that were de rigueur during that time.The second hundred pages is an amazing Dictionary of every 
identifiable lace going country by country of every technique of lace-making you can imagine. You've heard of bobbin 
lace and darned netting? How about Guipure from France in the Middle Ages or Lyme Regis in 17th century 
Dorsetshire, England? I haven't counted the number included but let's just say that there is an average of maybe 3 types 
of lace on each of the 100 pages. And so many extant pieces or portraits displaying them. Then the fabulous Glossary 
explains every technique, part, and fiber in every kind of lace in excruciating detail. This book is exquisite.So if you 
like anything resembling textile history or fine needlework, you'll get a lot...and I mean a LOT out of this book. 
Highly, highly recommended.2 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Lace ReferanceBy Lori HoweThis 
book is full of black and white photos of lace. It has several sections including lacemaking history divided by 
centuries, care of lace (outdated), and a dictionary of many types of lace and lacemaking terms.

From the back cover: "In this rare and attractive turn-of-the-century history of lace, lovers of fine needlework as well 
as students of social history can trace the origins and evolution of this time-honored craft."


